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By DELMONE SCHWRRT”

“[1E public's Int't'l'.n'r Int: rest in
1 pcu'mm,‘n pastine’ or nn fdea is
one of {hr most familinr and im-
poriant occurrences I American lfe.
For weéks, for months.. sometimes for
years, one rson or thing is a topic
of convers: ion, & seed-bed of Jokes,
an ‘object. of passionate curiorty or
of some ollier emotion U1 preoccupies
tie phiblie mind. Wher thig happens,
we hhve what canjor  be called a
national phenomenon.
At!the mon -t G ace ‘Kelly and
Marilyn Monro have returned to the
limelizht of 1ablic] attention.  Fach

- ot thi -« screen stars had .been a na-
. tional phenotienon for woine time, but

olher ationl phenomenx “took: publi

“attenl on until the announvement «

’

Miss  <elly's engagement to the Prine -
of M .nu:T nnd the news that Miss

‘bred heroines have
1ex quite proper.
fonroe woild c r with Sir Laur-
nce Olvier, bt

It!is él.livncte'll {c that both stars
1ave moved In an fnternati wl dire. -
uon.i This }l offery true of .mericnn
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nntionnl Iu'honnnwnu, anid often enough,
they come from abroad A few short
monthg ago  the Princess Murpnrel
romance  wi o in the foreground  of
public attention. ' !

Over the years the arigin b} W onn-
tional phenomenon has been of every

MARILYN MONROE—Her delight in being

genuinely attractive addi 1est to her allures

variety and kind, native and foreign
Sometimes ft 18 a new waord ggue such
as  Scrabble or purzles;
sometimes A new crooner, a new bar-
toon, i new gangster or a new kind of
eccentrn Any complete list | for the
past thy ty years woult have to include
baby citters, flag-pole  sitlers, child
stars, oy wonders, quiz Kids, ! channel
swimniers nnd the kings and queens
of Kurope, iy well na great seientists
and thinkers, !

crossword

[
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T {3 nctually mo e often t person
thin a thing which cngrosses the pub-
lic sufficiently to achleve theé stature
of a national phenumenon, :And the
attempt to explain why onu: person,
rather than another one with!many of
the same traits, ittracts the public
lends to speculati s which are inter-
esting even when hey can Hardly be
regarded as concle ve. If the attempt
to, explain a nati nal phenbh\entvn is
a guessing game n ore often than not,
it cnn be, like most  ames. illdminating

| B

i
and valunble, whether ope ls right or
wrong. [
‘ Marilyn Monroe Is a jood exnmple
|of the difficulty in expluining why n

| personality becomes A national phe-
|nemenon,  MNone of | the customary
reasons for n nr:lrwui‘l succens and

fame explair very muchi wlin applied
' Misn Moo ‘

ol !
|8he 13 n v

ry pretty girl, of course,

| but there u » a ;:rt-nLL many pretty
glrln who cn not, no matter how hard
they try, n'ract the bumr- kind of

Cafteation,  oohe has n }ul-ry winning
per onality, but thin explrins very little
Ceon pared wath the impy of Talluluh
Harithead and Martha | aye.  She 8
aften n pood actress, leller by far
thiy she i8 use lly eredited with belngs,
but  hin does ot accourlt for her suc-
coss nx it doss for Lhe triumphs of
Audiey Hepburn and Julle Harris, The
most obviou c-xplun.‘ntlnn the open
-15.‘1]111\\' of  aexunl ﬂltl":n'll\'i'ﬂl'w! is
\Hlluu Cneonvineing noatselfo Miss Mon-
e o e nol exaetly coheenl her per-
“n, ul Gypsy Ttose and  oally
ftand among ot re have outsty pped
dno o ner word 1 dxile | Miss Monroe
Yy o and Mae Wost anyd Giwen Verdon
NHive trmmatized sexual (wi
)| knowingness and expl bl
&'p\-m.‘l Miss Monroe, !

PR,

rness with
s entirely

A: one young warkit

asked, ath
lilllll-\'}llll't‘ nrd ;nw-m- o “Whnat hns
1 ARd howlean T get a?”

| Maridyn got ?
i A large part of the
M osx Monroe's attitude
Aong with her very

harms goes i penuihe
L- cunllss i ;

pnswer hes o m

toward herself.
sdent
{eltrht in beingy
Cattitude  that
WwlIVeness sirm As I\lll“rll!

No amount of conscious
ted exploftiition of beauty
s the p.’ul:--f rifect

feminine

frokes ntt
fe- sunhig?
#u t oenleu
foald aetn
vigs Ko Iy 18 a
vy The ! -‘t‘-‘)lnn-.* she plays
wual uul:ul.‘v, in a remuark-

way, but alwliys as peoectly

‘f‘rldh'l in A very

ferent
Liode the s

Litly overt

lproper youn ladies, |t 18 as [ no
nwe pirl, wionoan lavel | would nave
jotherwise an. no wvh- red wife wvould
| jret utherwi: iband.

lnu'nrulik her hu
J

e 14 H
ANNIE ©AKLEY—An [;:\qutrll dependa.
: bility with amall arms matle her immortal.

I ‘Surve'yllioi Ou:
National Phenomena

“comes respectable and proper, as if a0

Female 1nlerrnl In physical love !o-
one had r*v:;- thought it wvulgar #nd
tmmodest |n n good womnn, The nice
girl as coquette or flirt Is archalc or
coy. |
No one|ean g o bhe a notional
phenomendn by niere effort, lo e or
money. mbition, talent, the 1 st of
intenti s lor the most sensallo al of

crimes o ot suffice very often. They
may m celn human being a new.paper
sensat; 1 for a few weeks or win the
attentic . of post 1ty, but they cannot
establls  Anyon: .n that special rela-
tionship td the | blic which is a nec-
ensary characti stic of a natiotal
phe-num--m?n.

|
II!IIE f;\l]\|r1~ ot the effort to m_'}kr
Marion Digvien o favorite film star wath
the publ el n pood example of how
the statud of national phenomenon
ix often bayond the most lavish expeas
Aitures fos publici'y and film produc-
ton A «onlrary the !rians-
formation  of John D. Rockefelle - Br.

wslannve,

CAPONE—He gain-d & tordid and lagting
nolanety, at bing o Chicaga™ bootleggeri.
from @ “robber naron” to a leading
p! lanthrdpist wus managed, it is true,
by a conkcious plan, but it occurred
a‘' er his|activ  financial career, and
it s pt)u;l’ﬂc th t the dime tips he gave
' '_|mutrl_\) tici ed the public's fancy
ith an ¢ffect seness which exceeded
nat of +the hilanthropic  gifts  of
146,719,371.22.

A national phenomenon is some. .mes
\ person| of genuine genius or emis
nence: ha Is often, however, a mediocs
rity and fometimes the status s thrust
upon hin for freakish, bizarre, eccen-
tric, questionabl. or law'ess behavior;
as In the inst ices of Jesse James,
Annle Oakley, € urry Nat on, Al Capone
and Frank Cost ‘lio. ..

|
$
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Thia x| one inportant reason for use |

of national phetr omenon as a phrase:
it has ap indep ndent meaning even
th ugh itf sometiines refers to someont
w o I3 alao a hero or a star, a great
in .'n-;ntor.“n g it author or a notorious

rnm!nn).} S uae of the
i
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from flagpole-sitting to Gra:e Helly, certain persons

mg pursuits have seized ¢

nd an
untwerving sense of duty made her famous.
| -t 1

CARRY MATION—Shattered bohtles

] ]
human beings do not m:hlevl the «“atus

during their lives, while | thel less
gifted contemporaries do, I .ratio
Alger's novels gave him a n.tional
emine: e of a sort, but Henry James
—althc gh he yearned for the kind of
popularity. Dickens enjoyed—was dis-
appointed all his life by the fallure of
his novels, y |
The late Frederick Lewis Allern pro-
vides a number of illustrations of what
A nationnl phenomenon is In "Only-
“Yesterd ;" his social history of ‘the
Nineteer. Twentles, a period 1 which
| ~—perhaps because the public w.s being
| made more aware of the American
‘scene than ever before—national phe-
' nomena appeared in abundance.
| Lindbergh s perhaps Mr. Allen's
. most clear-cut example. Mr. Allen does
| not in the least unc restimate- Lind-
, bergh's courage and l.erolsm in flying

7 the Atlantic, but he i1 also Impressed

by the fanatical public enthusiasm for

the flier, which differed so from the
| attentic . attracted by those who per-
| formed he same feat scon afterward
' Only Liidbergh excited such remarks
| as @he New York Evening World's
| ansertion that his flight was “the great-

.+ 1"est feat of a solitary man in the history

of the human race.” For years to
come, one could criticize Coolidge,
Hoover, Ford, Bobby Jones and other
headliners, hut an unfavorable remark
about - Lind crgh was regarded as
blasphemou: or obscene. | 1

| e
MR. ALLEN'S uonvlnlclng explana-

tion lp that for years the publig had
been spiritually starved, deprived|of ita
hoy s and ldeals, The past had|been
dehinked and- the present was' con-

i tinually revealed as sordid or | scan-
dalous. Thus, «lthough Mr. Alleh does
| | mot call Lindbergh & national| phe-

nomenon or refer directly l&‘ the
Am: -ican Dream, his explanation
clea: Iy relates the one to the other as
the eason that Lindbergh bhecame &n
dol svernight. His flizht was | pwift,
indi= utabls «-monst:ation that the
American Dream wa: still*alivé that
the courage, initiative and self-ré ce

"
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‘of| the ani.llary indfvidual might st
acto .plm'! new wonders. -
e this exnmple of the rise fron.

obpcurity to the limelight!, from rags
to| richen, does not represent the only
manifestation of the American Dream.
THere can be leas pleasan: but equally
typical experiences artming from o
giyen American mood.

fThe remark sftributed to Barnum,
"T"heré'n i pucker born every minte,”
and Texas: Guinan's greeting to her
night-club, patrons, “Hello, suckers,”
infticate that aithough hope and opti-
mis are the a'itudes most attractive
to|thie public, a ironicand hard-boiled
atfitude towanr too much hope and
optimism has . characleristic’ and re-
culrrent appenl ilso.  And in times of

extreme cpisia. vhen depression or war
pelm AN en g threat or i termi-
ngtion ¢ i{he American Jream’s

promise « lllf‘e, liberty and L pplness,
suph figures is Huey Long v 1 Gerald
L|K. sSmBh come to the fore

r][llll.‘w kind b rationale must not, how
evier, be pum'u | too far or too hghtly
As the pollste | discovered in 1948 it
is| easy to be wrong abou: the mood

" ofl & nu'ion which includes among its

mhnifol | differences, the dilference be-

. 1ween 1. nitive‘of Maine nnd a native
oft Texis. 4 A naticnal mood (on large
affairs) and a 1 tional phenomenon
{ip popunlar inter <t) may cotncide in
time, bu: it Is n  alway: possible to
relnte th. one to he other n terms of
causation -

With these ﬁur ficatior in mind, it
| mhy be interesti: ; to lool further into
sqme ‘of theiper onalitles who now or
inithe re epl:psm san be-called national
phenome ., | Th  cholces have been
made partly to  1ow that the phrase
Lds an independ. L. meaning, although
it has not hithe o been formally de-
fihed. “ney ‘h e nalso been made
ause the ex: ples In question ure
rdlated o one nother as significant
of the xnblfn;: wanging attitudes.

To ¢ .11 Willi. Mays = national phe-
nomenon, lb\m v say Juckie Robinson
1

EMIMGWAY—He has oulstripped his own

. I-}-ms to T

come a gargantu.n phenomenon.

the ]iuhlic imagination and become

swvernight sensations. Herels qu attempt to find out why
| | % .

is not, i1 to risk rocking Ebbets Field
and enrhging ©!! of Brooklyn. Yet
the ¢« nparison ~lps show the differ-
ence | Lpeen a weball player who i
a na! orhl phen nenon and one who
is air ply & gre t star. ( Actually, if
skill vefe the « ly criterion, the first
choir uld ha e Lo be Ted Willlams;
he Is prabably the greatest batter since
Babe Rugh.)

Robingon wnas chosen as the rst
Negro major leaguer because o his
courage |as well as his ability. nh
qualiti are evident in his sty of
play: hig darnng base-running, h de-
light in fattling the pitcher and ur oire
are partjof an entirely Justitied ag
sivenes which ball p!a‘yvr: are
praised} 1 ut Robinson, in his pioeer-
ing rolg was very, much i symbol i an,
oppreast minorityy o symbol mian—

(3.5
for
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ROCKEIELLER — His  ability to  handie
milions and thi dimes excited the public.

though in a v «ser deyp
sented by the great
Willie May:

e —-1p Lhat pre-
I egro boxers.

personility and his nc-
comyp ishment. are in direct contrast
Wher hilx falls off while he is
runntgg the boowes, or when he makes
the kihd of spe tacular catch and throw
which{ inypirec a sportswrile: to say
in 19741 “It must be a wonderful thin;
to be 0 years old and have the reflexes

it

of a gountain lon!", he appears to the
publi§ purely as an enchanling and
remagkable human being

II]I-| S explanation has the virtue, at
Jeast® of making it seem not incongru-
-ous speak next ‘of President Eisen-
hower as a national phenomenon. He
posseased hiy status, asz many Presi-
denta and military leaders—however
eminent—hnve not, looy before his
election, brrause of a raonal quality

which sho 3 Itself as t it of a human
bcin& whe not only di.es not att or
talk (like general, but does not act

or talk like a politician,

It is the same nltractiveness which
|s ‘responsible for the f.ct that, al-
thotgh the dignity of office makes the
publ{c speak of Preaident Elsenhower,
it has always thought of him as Ike,
never as Dwight.

-
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LINDBERGH—The shy aviator whe
alone 1o Lle Bourgel proved wreantible.
_ Adlal Stevenson’a emergence as Tn
national phenon. non in 1952 can
summanzed  in ow word:  egphes
Whether or not it was sugested by Lhe
ovill shape of his hend, the mgnificaht
thing wias the necensity for o ngw
word, instead of intellectual, "lonjrhay
or “highbrow " Since the collepr-edu-
cuted populution has more than doubled
in forty years, and since so munny n-
tellectuals ne v have crew cuts, “lomg-
hatr” has lost even (s visual meaning;
receding  huirlines, meanwhile, have
taken awny any possibie lmpulalsnnfln
“highbrow." |

|
SHMH of Mr. Stev

|
nson's preded Ls-
sors in nationnl politics were I.lllrl]lfl:-
tuals, Theodore Roosevelt certainly was
one nnd took pride in Leng one, but jhe
sedd himoelf so succensfully |hs

i

drimal

a he-noon oof 1 great oultdoors ll‘nl
when o bee, ae  Presudent, Mtk
Hanna atd of as patriciin, Harvird
. man ard disciple of Henry Adan)s:
“Now  hat damn’ cowboy s in the
White louse ™
Mr Stevenson’s candi ' unselfc

sciousness as wn intelles ual Is vory

different nlso from Wooo ow Wils Vs
with a sol-
smnity beconiing in n proicssor who re-
gembled not only a stern schoolmaster
but a clergyman. Mr. Stevenson’s ghn-
uine informality and his fondness f
the new bried
P’rofi ss0rs  are o

prececup o« Continued on Page hy)

eloquence Wilson spoki

wisecrack are typical «

of intelle tunls.

FRANK COSTE! LO—Hit t«

before & crime « smmittee fa:

wed lestiroony
nated milllome.
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'%tellectua!qlare no longer im-

Grandinve| Mrucl

Gernld L. K. Smnﬂu

Natxo ul Phenomena—-ﬂ Survey

.

1 (Conﬁnlr-d' from Page 29)

lrather than absent-minded;.in-

practical ecranks and crack-
pots. The new publh:i attitude
omes clear if y u ask this
Jeading question: W hich would
ou rather be;, an egghead or
blockheari"" )

MIN ‘!RLY, authorship
ot only hai become free of the
tigma ' of |eccentricity in re-
rent years| but is. now one of
Fhe most glamorous of profe: -
sions. ''Ernest Hemingway's
areer, for example, is the

that makes a writer seen a
wivileged being. He is a na-
ional pheno nenon as few
mericans 'h:.ve bee: and as

tho: s are not. Hemingway is
ne. of his own heroes to the

- public; he not only talks and

acts like them but as one who
1ag almost| been killed ore
ften than any other well-
known persbn, even sSurpusses

then:. . g

still somewhat bookish, the:
have been,| recurrently, the
Kinsey studies of st xual  be-

ghavior. Thes might con-

ceivably have been made in
another era, bit it is hard t«
believe (itat they wou'd hav
been available to thc public
and openly discussed, revious
1 the social ¢ 1anges and rd:
- sed attitudes which hav'(‘
nade divorcP for cxampl¢,
seem it times a painful neﬂ"il
sity rather‘ Lhan A socid
stigma. . |
‘The ersonal quulity th .t

omplete embodiment of all pa

ther equah_\, impo'tant au-.

~In another field,: though

mi <es Pro es#er {inséy a na-
tic al pheio (n appears in
hi: nooks, butds far more evi-
de ¢ when, hig axpounds his
air s in 4 Co ucted | tour of

. hlk aboratory. at‘Indlan v Uni-

ity. He- qpcak§ of the most
in_ti ate matters, long re-
rared in sile: E.or « mbar-
ent as ' -andalos or
j1décent  with the 71 atter-
‘ r'-'f‘::i:tm s ang  openr ess of
)lmer Davis # nortin | polit-
ical' events. -{Tne tone, liké

' Mr,[ Davis', is that of an old-
fashioned liberal, and the mo-

tives of compassion and sym-
athy arg as unquestionable
as the chief : >c1a] aim of his
work—to providd =a scientific

ba L‘; for \a gr‘eater degree of#é

tolerance—an aim which -is as

characteristically. American as

our |faith in fadts and figures

and| the “belief that statistics

d:-n']. lie. vl . ; ’
ot b

TiERE is ce 4in]y no direc t
cor fection bet ‘een Professor
Ki dey and“suh’ stars as
M: Alyn Monn)ej ‘ard Grace
K¢ 1y . except. that tiey have
we 1| the mtcnqe att.ntion of
the same pulllc,‘ Since that

than!'scandalized (by Professor

~ Kinzey's absolute|sincerity and.
reaJ: tic honm:% it may be

ns that the

relat d n
Monroe and

c made Mi

Mlssi Kelly fam.ous overnight.

* When any new national

phenom‘ non Apvar«; demon-

qtrat.ing again Lhat the light-

ning| may strike an oné from™

SHirlev Temple to Grandma

(Coninued on Follov ing Pa ¢e) " |
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